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were often withheld by disaffected rajahs and turbulent zemindars, who des-
pised the weakness of his government; or they were squandered in profusion
or dissipated in corruption the never failing symptoms of a declining constitu-
tion and feeble administration: whence we were frequently disappointed of
those supplies, upon the punctual receipt of which depended the very existence
of the Company in Bengal.
We cannot indeed look back without horror upon that desperate crisis
to which your affairs were reduced when a mutinous spirit prevailed among
vour troops, when dissentions distracted your consultations, and a powerful
enemy was invading the provinces, to seize and desolate your possessions and
probably to extirpate your servants. To us it evidently appears there remained
but the alternative to advance as we have done and grasp at the whole power
or to shrink back into our primitive condition of simple merchants, to abandon
our possessions, disband our forces, and rest our future hopes on the clemency
of princes who will not easily forget or forgive the superiority we have so long
maintained. In a word this last measure was in itself impracticable, for we
must observe although with much regret, that the misconduct of individuals,
hath rendered the English name so odious, that wre arc no longer secure than
while our hands are armed for the defence of our lives and property.
3.    The several statements that go numbers in our packet shew clearly the
amount of revenues to be collected this year into the treasury exclusive of those
issuing  from  the  provinces  of Burdwan,   Midnapore,   and  Chittagong,  the
Calcutta lands and all your former possessions.   At present they stand encum-
bered with a variety of superfluous charges which we hope to reduce when
we come to adjust the collections of the ensuing year.    But we thought it
adviseable to avoid introducing innovations which might create disgust and
dissatisfaction  at so early  a period of our  Government.   The  net balance
amounting to 212 laaks of sicca rupees 8,226,000 pounds sterling will be the
more readily paid, that the ministers and officers of the Government can have
nothing to plead in excuse for deficiencies, and we have reason to believe it
will not fall greatly short of the- stated amount.   This balance is abundantly
sufficient to supply your China trade, provide for our own investment and
defray all the expences of your civil and military establishments.    Whatever
surplus may remain in the treasury after the stipends to the King and Nabob
are discharged and all other more immediate demands are answered ; this, to-
gether with the revenues of Burdwan &c., shall then be applied to relieve the
wants of the other Presidencies, to pay off your bonds and to such other pur-
poses as may appear to us most conducive to your interest.
4.    Mr. Sykes, who was some time since appointed Resident at the Durbar
and supra visor of the collections, hath now taken charge of the factory at
Cossimbuzar, upon Mr. Senior's application for leave to return to Europe.   The
great diligence he has exerted in settling the revenues and forming the state-
ments, as well as attention to the other several objects of administration, afford
us the utmost reason to be highly satisfied with his conduct.   He is daily
making remittances the first fruits of the collections, to the treasury: whereby
we are already enabled to set apart a supply of 24 laaks for your China invest-
ment, twelve of which are now under dispatch for Canton, the remainder will
be sent in the month of February to Madras to be forwarded from thence to
China by the earliest conveyance,   When the collections of the year are closed,